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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR SHARING PLAYLISTS 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This patent application is being co-filed on the same date as the patent 
applications entitled "Hybrid Set-Top Box for Digital Entertainment Network" (Rutan & 
Tucker, LLP docket no. 021055.0007US1), "Device Discovery for Digital Entertainment 
Network" (Rutan & Tucker, LLP docket no. 021055.0006US1), and "Playllst Downloading 
for Digital Entertainment Network" (Rutan & Tucker, LLP docket no. 021055.0005US1). 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to the sharing of playlists. The 
present invention relates more particulariy to a system and method for sharing playlists 
wherein a dedicated media player is configured to receive, store, and display playlists and 
to play selections from playlists. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Playlists for music and movies are well known. A playlist is a list of a user's 
favorite selections. Popular personal computer (PC) media playing programs, such as 
Windows Media Player (a trademari< of Microsoft Corporation), offer the capability for a 
user to compile a playllst. The user may subsequently select items to be played from the 
playlist and the media playing program then plays the selected items. The use of such a 
playlist simplifies the selection process and thus makes listening to music or viewing 
movies easier and more enjoyable. 

[0004] Typically, such selection is accomplished by viewing a playlist within the 
media playing program and by designating which selection is to be played. The selection 
to be played may be designated by clicking on it with a mouse, for example. 
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[0005] Playlists also facilitate the playing of a plurality of selections in a particular 
order. That is, the playlist may be compiled in an order in which the playing of selections 
therefrom is desired. The selections may then be automatically played sequentially from 
the playlist. Typically, selections may also be played randomly from a playlist. 

[0006] Playlists are typically compiled by reviewing a list of selections available for 
play and then choosing those selections that the user would like to have on the playlist. 
Thus, a user may review songs that are stored on a personal computer's hard drive and 
compile a playlist therefroni, for example. 

[0007] The playlist may subsequently be edited or updated as new selections 
become available and/or the user's preferences change. Thus, a user's playlist may reflect 
a group of selections that was compiled over an extended length of time, such as several 
years. 

[0008] The sharing of playlists is also known. Popular file sharing programs, such as 
Kazaa (a trademark of Sharman Networks), facilitate the sharing of playlists. Using such 
systems, it is possible for a user to download a list of songs or movies that another 
individual has compiled. This list may then be used to make or modify a playlist for the 
user. 

[0009] Although such playlists and playlist sharing systems have proven generally 
suitable for their intended purposes, they possess inherent deficiencies, which detract from 
their overall effectiveness and desirability. For example, according to contemporary 
methodology, playlists are only communicated to and used with general purpose 
computers, such as IBM compatible personal computers (PCs) and Apple computers. 

[0010] Further, there is no contemporary system for easily identifying people who 
have similar interest, such that their playlist can be downloaded. Rather, according to 
contemporary methodology, playlists are obtained by searching on keywords, such as the 
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titles of selections contained within the playlists. However, the mere fact that the person's 
playlist has a particular selection in it does not necessarily mean that the playlist contains 
other selections that a user may enjoy. 

[0011] As such, although the prior aH has recognized, to a limited extent, the 
problems of finding and using playlists, the proposed solutions have, to date, been 
ineffective in providing a satisfactory remedy. Therefore, it is desirable to provide a system 
and method for sharing playlists, wherein the playlists are communicated to, stored in, and 
displayed upon player devices other than general purpose computers. It is also desirable 
to provide a method for identifying playlists that are likely to contain selections that will be 
enjoyed by a user. 



BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0012] While the apparatus and method has or will be described for the sake of 
grammatical fluidity with functional explanations, it is to be expressly understood that the 
claims, unless expressly formulated under 35 USC 112, are not to be construed as 
necessarily limited in any way by the construction of "means" or "steps" limitations, but are 
to be accorded the full scope of the meaning and equivalents of the definition provided by 
the claims under the judicial doctrine of equivalents, and in the case where the claims are 
expressly formulated under 35 USC 1 12 are to be accorded full statutory equivalents under 
35 USC 112. 

[0013] The present invention specifically addresses and alleviates the above 
mentioned deficiencies associated with the prior art. More particularly, according to one 
aspect the present invention comprises a system for sharing playlists, wherein the system 
comprises a dedicated media player that is configured to receive a playlist and to display 
the playlist. Selections from the playlist may thus be chosen and played, as desired. 
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[0014] As used herein, a dedicated media player is defined as a media player other 
than a general purpose computer. Further details on the use of this term and examples of 
dedicated media players are provided below. 

[0015] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a system for 
sharing playlists, wherein the system comprises a network and a player device. The player 
device typically comprises either a dedicated media player or a remote control for a 
dedicated media player. 

[0016] The player device is in communication with the network and the player device 
is configured to receive a playlist, store the playlist, display the playlist, and play a selection 
from the playlist. 

[0017] The network may comprise any desired type of network. Preferably, the 
network comprises a wide area network (WAN), such as the Internet. However, the 
network may alternatively comprise a local area network (LAN). 

[0018] Player devices include music players, video players, and remote controls for 
music players and video players. More specific examples of player devices include MPS 
players, cellular telephones, set top boxes, a stereos, televisions, car stereos, video 
monitors, and video storage player devices, as well as remote controls for any of these 
devices. One example of a video storage player device is TiVo (a trademark of TiVo, Inc.). 

[0019] The player device may be a portable player device that is configured to 
receive streaming audio. The player device may also be a non-portable player device that 
is configured to receive streaming audio and/or a remote control therefor. 

[0020] The player device may comprise a network adapter, such as an Ethernet 
card, to facilitate communication with a network. The player device may comprise either a 
wired or wireless network adapter. Examples of wireless network adapters include those 
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that comply with the Bluetooth (a trademark of Bluetooth SIG, Inc.) standard and those that 
comply with the WiFI (a trademark of the WiFi Alliance) standard. 

[0021] The player device preferably comprises an LCD display for displaying the 
playlist. However, any other suitable type of display may similarly be utilized. 

[0022] The player device is preferably configured to facilitate searching for playlists. 
That is, the player device upon which the playlists are stored and displayed is preferably 
also capable of locating, requesting and retrieving playlists, preferably by merely pushing a 
button. 

[0023] Alternatively, playlists may be located and requested via the use of a general 
purpose computer or the like. Playlists do not have to be requested by the same device 
that receives the playlist. For example, a general purpose computer may be used to 

request playlists that are then communicated from other general purpose computers or 
other dedicated media players to the user's player device. 

[0024] According to one aspect, the present invention comprises a server upon 
which a plurality of playlists is stored and the player device is configured to receive playlists 
from the server. Thus, the player device may participate in the network as a client 
according to a client/server model of the network. 

[0025] According to another aspect, the present invention does not include a server. 
Rather, the present invention comprises a plurality of other player devices and/or general 
purpose computers upon which a plurality of playlists are stored and the user's player 
device is configured to receive playlists from the other player devices and/or general 
purpose computers. Thus, the user's player device may participate in the network as a 
peer according to a peer-to-peer model of the network. 

[0026] Preferably, the player device is configured to store a plurality of different 

playlists. Thus, the user may select a particular playlist according to the user's location, 
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whom the user is with, the type of player device the selection is to be played upon, or the 
preference of the user based upon any objective or subjective criteria or merely based 
upon a whim. 

[0027] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a player device 
defined by a dedicated media player and/or a remote control for the media player, wherein 
the player device comprises a receiving circuit for receiving playlists and a display for 
displaying the playlists. 

[0028] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a server within 
which is stored a plurality of playlists. The server is configured to communicate the playlist 
to a player device that is not a general purpose computer. 

[0029] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a method for 
sharing playlists, wherein the method comprises communicating a playlist to a player 
device comprising a dedicated media player and/or a remote control for the dedicated 
media player. 

[0030] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a method for 
sharing playlists, wherein the method comprises communicating a playlist to a player 
device that is not a general purpose computer. 

[0031] Preferably, the method comprises defining a user profile for a recipient of the 
playlist and matching that user profile to a user profile of another person, wherein the 
communicated playlist is the playlist of the other person. 

[0032] The profile preferably includes the type of music listened to, at least one 

artist, at least one selection, at least one instrument, at least one record company, a region, 

a country, a state, a city, a school, and/or an ethnicity. Thus, a user may enhance the 

likelihood of finding a playlist that contains selections enjoyed by another person living in 

the same city as the user and having the same ethnicity, for example. 
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[0033] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a method of 
defining a playlist, wherein the method comprises defining a user profile and the user 
profile is used to determine selections that may be enjoyed by a user. 

[0034] The user profile is preferably compared to user profiles of others to determine 
a match. Then, a playlist of the other person for which a match was determined is 
communicated to the user and used to at least partially define a playlist for the user. 

[0035] Optionally, the user profile is used to define a statistical aggregate of other 
users and the playlist is detennined by the statistical aggregate. Thus, the playlist 
represent an average of the selections enjoyed by a group of other people. 

[0036] Optionally, the user profile comprises a list of selections enjoyed by the user 
and a frequency of which these selections are played. For example, the user profile may 
comprise a list of selections enjoyed by the user and a rating of the selections by the user. 

[0037] The method optionally comprises defining a period of time and using the 
period of time to determine which selections were popular then. The playlist comprises at 
least some of these selections. 

[0038] As one example, the method further comprises defining a playlist, which 
comprises at least some selections that were popular during approximately the last week. 
As a further example, the method further comprises defining a playlist, which comprises at 
least some selections that were popular during approximately the last month. As yet a 
further example, the method further comprises defining a playlist, which comprises at least 
some selections that were popular during approximately the last year. 

[0039] Thus, a user may enhance the likelihood of finding a playlist that contains 
selections enjoyed by another person, wherein the selections were released within the last 
month, for example. 
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[0040] The playlist may optionally be edited to add or remove selections therefrom. 

[0041] The user's playlist may optionally be updated by adding selections that have 
been added to the playlist of another. Similarly, the user's playlist may optionally be 
updated by removing selections that have been removed from the playlist of another. Such 
updating may optionally be perfomned automatically. 

[0042] Optionally, selections may automatically be added to a playlist when those 
selections are played in excess of a predetermined rate by the player. Similarly, selections 
may automatically be deleted from a playlist when those selections are played less than a 
predetermined rate by the player. 

[0043] Optionally, one or more selections on a playlist may be designated as private. 
Any selections on the playlist that are designated as private are not shared with others. 

[0044] Optionally, any selections on the playlist that are not compatible with the 
player with which the playlist is associated are removed therefrom. Compatibility may be 
due to hardware limitations of the player. For example, an MP3 player may not be able to 
play other formats of audio and may not be able to play the audio tracks of a video 
selection (such as a movie). Therefore, if such material is included in a playlist, it may 
automatically be deleted therefrom. Optionally, such deletion may require user approval. 

[0045] Further, a music player may have limitations that the user desires to be taken 
into account when a playlist is made or updated. For example, a portable audio player may 
not be able to adequately reproduce bass sounds. Thus, a user may prefer that a playlist 
for that device not contain selections for which good base reproduction is considered to be 
desirable. Therefore, if such material is initially included in a playlist, it may automatically 
be deleted therefrom. Optionally, such deletion may require user approval. 

[0046] Further, the present invention may be configured so as to remove selections 

from a playlist that are not considered by the user to be compatible with the location. That 
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is, some selections may not play well do to ambient acoustics. Further, some selections 
may not be appropriate for a given location. For example, selections that contain material 
that is not considered by the user to be suitable for minors may be omitted from a player 
that is located in a family area. 

[0047] Either individual selections or categories of selections may be removed from 
a playlist in the above described manner. Thus, an entire genre may be removed from a 
playlist, if desired. 

[0048] Optionally, one or more selections on a playlist may be designated as 
preferred, so as to indicate that the selections are particularly enjoyable for the user. 
Indeed, a user's playlist may contain only those selections that have been designated as 
preferred on the playlists of others. 

[0049] According to the present invention, playlists may be made and used with a 
variety of different types of media players. For example, playlists comprising audio 
selections such as music, speeches, comedy routines, and the like may be made and used 
with audio players. Similarly, playlists comprising movies, filmstrips, videos, and the like 
may be made and used with video players. 

[0050] Indeed, audio playlist may contain video selections and vice-versa. As those 
skilled in the art will appreciate, in some instances it may be desirable to the play the audio 
tracks of a movie on an audio player and it may similarly be desirable to play songs 
(without any accompanying video) on a video player. For example, it may be desirable to 
play the soundtrack from a movie on an audio player. 

[0051] The present invention is not limited to audio and video selection. According 
to the present invention, playlists of games, software applications, or any other desired 
items or information might similarly be made and used. For example, lists of nightclubs or 
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restaurants that have been enjoyed by others may be obtained by using profiles according 
to the present invention. 

[0052] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a method for 
managing media content on a network, wherein the method comprises using information 
about a user's previous playing to define a playlist and communicating the playlist to a 
player device other than a general purpose computer with which the playlist can be stored, 
displayed, and selections made for playing therefrom. 

[0053] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a method for 
defining a playlist, wherein the method comprises finding at least one other person with 
similar tastes and communicating a list of selections played by the other user to a player 
device other than a general purpose computer. The playlist may be updated by 
communicating an updated list of selections played by the other person to the player 
device. 

[0054] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a method for 
defining a playlist for a user, wherein the method comprises finding at least one other 
person with similar tastes by matching a profile of the user to a profile of the other person. 

[0055] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a data structure 
comprising a playlist defined by a method comprising communicating the playlist to a player 
device that is not a general purpose computer. 

[0056] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a data structure 
comprising a playlist defined by a method comprising defining a user profile and using the 
user profile to determine selections that may be enjoyed by a user. 

[0057] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a computer 
readable media having stored thereon a data structure comprising a playlist defined by a 
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method comprising communicating the playlist to a player device that is not a general 
purpose computer. 

[0058] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a computer 
readable media having stored thereon a data structure comprising a playlist defined by a 
method comprising defining a user profile and using the user profile to determine selections 
that may be enjoyed by a user. 

[0059] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a computer 
readable media having stored thereon a method for defining a playlist, wherein the method 
comprises communicating the playlist to a player device that is not a general purpose 
computer. 

[0060] According to another aspect, the present invention comprises a computer 
readable media having stored thereon a method for defining a playlist, wherein the method 
comprises defining a user profile and using the user profile to determine selections that 
may be enjoyed by a user. 

[0061] These, as well as other advantages of the present invention, will be more 
apparent from the following description and drawings. It is understood that changes in the 
specific structure shown and described may be made within the scope of the claims, 
without departing from the spirit of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0062] The invention and its various embodiments can now be better understood by 
turning to the following detailed description of the preferred embodiments which are 
presented as illustrated examples of the invention defined in the claims. It is expressly 
understood that the invention as defined by the claims may be broader than the illustrated 
embodiments described below. 

-11- 

Last printed 5/5/2004 3:16 PM 

F:\DATA\Flsh\dockets\EHmported\Eiario\021055-0004US1\PatentApp Playlist Sharing 021055.0004 revIO (final).DOC 



Patent Application 
Attorney Docket: 021055.0004US1 

[0063] Figure 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary system for sharing playlists 
according to the present invention, wherein a server provides playlist to a dedicated media 
player and wherein the playlists have been obtained from client computers or other 
devices; 

[0064] Figure 2 is a block diagram of another exemplary system for sharing playlists 
according to the present invention, wherein a server provides playlist to a remote control of 
a dedicated media player and wherein the playlists have been obtained from client 
computers or other devices; 

[0065] Figure 3 is a flowchart showing an exemplary method for obtaining playlists, 
such as a method that may be practiced when using the systems of Figure 1 or Figure 2; 

[0066] Figure 4 is a block diagram of another exemplary system for sharing playlists 
according to the present invention, wherein a peer provides a playlist to a dedicated media 
player without the use of a server; 

[0067] Figure 5 is a block diagram of another exemplary system for sharing playlists 
according to the present invention, wherein a peer provides a playlist to a remote control of 
a dedicated media player without the use of a server; and 

[0068] Figure 6 is a flowchart showing another exemplary method for obtaining 
playlists, such as a method that may be practiced when using the systems of Figure 4 or 
Figure 5. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0069] Many alterations and modifications may be made by those having ordinary 
skill in the art without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. Therefore, it 
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must be understood that the illustrated embodiment has been set forth only for the 
purposes of example and that it should not be taken as limiting the invention as defined by 
the following claims. For example, notwithstanding the fact that the elements of a claim are 
set forth below in a certain combination, it must be expressly understood that the invention 
includes other combinations of fewer, more or different elements, which are disclosed 
herein even when not initially claimed in such combinations. 

[0070] The words used in this specification to describe the invention and its various 
embodiments are to be understood not only in the sense of their commonly defined 
meanings, but to include by special definition in this specification structure, material or acts 
beyond the scope of the commonly defined meanings. Thus if an element can be 
understood in the context of this specification as including more than one meaning, then its 
use in a claim must be understood as being generic to all possible meanings supported by 
the specification and by the word itself. 

[0071] The definitions of the words or elements of the following claims therefore 
include not only the combination of elements which are literally set forth, but all equivalent 
structure, material or acts for performing substantially the same function in substantially the 
same way to obtain substantially the same result. In this sense it is therefore contemplated 
that an equivalent substitution of two or more elements may be made for any one of the 
elements in the claims below or that a single element may be substituted for two or more 
elements in a claim. Although elements may be described above as acting in certain 
combinations and even initially claimed as such, it is to be expressly understood that one or 
more elements from a claimed combination can in some cases be excised from the 
combination and that the claimed combination may be directed to a subcombination or 
variation of a subcombination. 

[0072] Insubstantial changes from the claimed subject matter as viewed by a person 
with ordinary skill in the art, now known or later devised, are expressly contemplated as 
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being equivalently within the scope of the claims. Therefore, obvious substitutions now or 
later known to one with ordinary skill in the art are defined to be within the scope of the 
defined elements. 

[0073] The claims are thus to be understood to include what is specifically illustrated 
and described above, what is conceptionally equivalent, what can be obviously substituted 
and also what essentially incorporates the essential idea of the invention. 

[0074] Thus, the detailed description set forth below in connection with the appended 
drawings is intended as a description of the presently preferred embodiments of the 
invention and is not intended to represent the only forms in which the present invention 
may be constructed or utilized. The description sets forth the functions and the sequence 
of steps for constructing and operating the invention in connection with the illustrated 
embodiments. It is to be understood, however, that the same or equivalent functions may 
be accomplished by different embodiments that are also intended to be encompassed 
within the spirit of the invention. 

[0075] Although generally discussed herein as being applicable to music and music 
players, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the system and method for sharing 
playlists of present invention is likewise applicable to video and video players, as well as 
games and game players. Indeed, the system and method for sharing playlists of the 
present invention may find application in a wide variety of information, data, and software 
arenas. Thus, discussion herein as being applicable to music and music players is by way 
of example only, and not by way of limitation. 

[0076] The present invention is illustrated in Figures 1 - 6, which depict presently 
preferred embodiments thereof. Referring now to Figure 1, according to one aspect the 
present invention comprises a server 1 1 upon which a plurality of playlists from a plurality 
of different users is stored. 
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[0077] Each client 13-16 may communicate a playlist to the server via a network, 
such as the Internet 12. The clients 13-16 may be general purpose computers or may be 
devices other than general purpose computers. The clients 13-16 may be any combination 
of general purpose computers and devices other than general purpose computers. Thus, 
the clients 13-16 may be dedicated media players that are network compatible. 

[0078] For example, the clients 13-16 may be dedicated music players that are 
configured according to the present invention so as to communicate with the Internet. In 
this instance, the clients are not general purpose computers. That is, their primary purpose 
is that of playing music and not of running a wide variety of different types of applications 
programs, such as is the case with general purpose computers. 

[0079] As used herein, the term "dedicated" indicates the primary function of a 
device and the device typically does not perform any other of the functions that a general 
purpose computer may perform, such as word processing, general data base management 
and general Internet browsing. However, it is contemplated the a dedicated device may 
perform some such functions and still reniain a dedicated device in the same sense that 
some cellular telephones facilitate some degree of general purpose computer functionality, 
such as limited Internet browsing and email, yet they remain primarily telephones and not 
general purpose computers. 

[0080] Thus, examples of dedicated media players include music players such as 
MPS players, video players such as set top boxes, video recording devices such as TiVo 
and game players such as X-Box (a trademark of Microsoft Corporation) and PlayStation (a 
trademark of Sony Computer Equipment, Inc.). 

[0081] According to one aspect of the present invention, playlists are communicated 
via the network to a dedicated media player 17 and the dedicated media player 17 is not a 
general purpose computer. According to another aspect of the present invention, the 

-15- 

Last printed 5/5/2004 3:16 PM 

F:\OATA\Fish\dockets\E-imported\Elario\021055-0004US1\PatentApp Playlist Sharing 021055.0004 revIO (final).DOC 



Patent Application 
Attorney Docket: 021055.0004US1 

media player 17 may be a general purpose computer and playlist are obtained by matching 
user profiles, as discussed in detail below. 

[0082] After the playlist has been communicated to the dedicated media player 17, 
the playlist may be displayed thereon and thus used to choose which selection therefrom is 
to be played. 

[0083] Referring now to Figure 2, rather than communicating a playlist to the 
dedicated media player 17, the playlist may alternatively be communicated to a remote 
control 18 for the dedicated media player. 

[0084] After the playlist has been communicated to the remote control 18, the 
playlist may be displayed thereon and thus used to choose which selection therefrom is to 
be played by the dedicated media player 17. 

[0085] Optionally, playlists that were communicated to the dedicated media player 
17 (as shown in Figure 1 ) may be further communicated to a remote control therefore. This 
communication may be from the dedicated media player 17 or from any other source (such 
as from the server 1 1 via the Internet 12). 

[0086] Similarly, playlists that were communicated to the remote control 18 (as 
shown in Figure 2) may be further communicated to the dedicated media player 17 
associated therewith. This communication may be from the remote control 18 or from any 
other source (such as from the server 1 1 via the Internet 12). 

[0087] Thus, playlists may be stored in, displayed upon, and used to make 
selections from either the dedicated media player 17, the remote control 18, or both. 

[0088] Of course, in some instances the dedicated media player 17 will not have a 
remote control. For example, portable media players, such as MPS players, will not 
typically have a remote control. In such instances, the playlist is generally communicated 
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only to the dedicated media player 17 itself. In any instance, other devices, including both 
dedicated devices and general purpose computers, may receive additional copies of the 
playlists. 

[0089] Referring now to Figure 3, a user preferably fills out a questionnaire so as to 
define a user profile as shown in block 31. The user profile contains information that will 
facilitate matching of the user to another user having similar tastes and interests, as 
discussed above. 

[0090] The user's profile is communicated to a server (such as server 1 1 of Figures 
1 and 2), as shown in block 32. At the server, the user's profile is compared to the profiles 
of other users as shown in block 33. An attempt is made to match the user's profile to the 
profile of one or more other users, so as to identify other users having similar tastes and 
interests. 

[0091] The playlists of one or more other users, whose profiles best match the user's 
profile, are communicated to the user's device as shown in block 34. Any desired method 
or algorithm for such matching may be used. For example, each time the responses to two 
questionnaires match, a number could be added to a score for that particular matching 
process. The matching processes that result in the highest scores could be considered 
close enough matches to cause a playlist to be sent. Alternatively, any matching process 
that result in a score that exceeds a predetermined threshold value may be considered a 
match. 

[0092] Optionally, the responses could be weighted such that some responses 
contribute more to the matching score than other responses. For example, it may be 
desirable to have matches for selections, artists, or style count more than matches for 
location or time. 
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[0093] The user's device may be, for example, the dedicated media player 17 of 
Figures 1 and 2 or may alternatively be the remote control 18 for Figure 2. The playlist may 
be communicated to both the dedicated media player 17 and the remote control 18, as 
discussed above. 

[0094] Both Figures 1 and 2 show an exemplary use of the present invention in a 
client/server network. However, the present invention may also be used in a peer-to-peer 
network, as discussed below. 

[0095] Referring now to Figure 4, a plurality of clients 43-46 communicates via a 
network, such as the Internet 42, with a dedicated media player 47. As before, the clients 
43-46 may be either general purpose computers or devices other than general purpose 
computers. 

[0096] Since there is no server in this instance, the dedicated player 47 must 
communicate with the clients 43-46 on a peer-to-peer basis. For example, the user's 
profile may be communicated to each of the clients 43-46 and when a match is found, the 
playlist of the client is communicated back to the user's dedicated media player 47, as 
shown in Figure 4. 

[0097] Alternatively, the dedicated media player 47 may poll each of a plurality of 
different clients to request their user profiles. The dedicated media player 47 may perfomi 
a comparison of the user profiles. Then, the playlists associated with the best matches of 
the user's profile to the profile of the clients 43-46 are requested and communicated to the 
dedicated media player. 

[0098] Referring now to Figure 5, rather than communicating a playlist to the 
dedicated media player 47, the playlist may alternatively be communicated to a remote 
control 48 for the dedicated media player Thus, the clients 43-46 may communicate their 
user profiles to the remove control 48, where the comparison is performed and where 
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playlists may be stored and used. As before, playlists may subsequently be forwarded to 
another device, such as the dedicated media player 47. 

[0099] After the playlist has been communicated to the remote control 48, the 
playlist may be displayed thereon and thus used to choose which selection therefrom is to 
be played. 

[00100] As before, playlists that were communicated to the dedicated media player 47 
(as shown in Figure 4) may optionally be further communicated to a remote control 
therefore. This communication may be from the dedicated media player 47 or from any 
other source (such as from one of the clients 43-46 via the Internet 42). 

[00101] Similarly, playlists that were communicated to the remote control 48 (as 
shown in Figure 5) may be further communicated to the dedicated media player 47 
associated therewith. This communication may be from the remote control 48 or from any 
other source (such as from one of the clients 43-46 via the Internet 12). 

[00102] Referring now to Figure 6, one example of how a user's profile may be used 
to obtain playlists is shown. In a peer-to-peer network, such as those shown in Figures 4 
and 5. a user again fills out a questionnaire as shown in block 61. However, this time the 
questionnaire is communicated to a peer as shown in block 62. The user's profile is 
compared to other profiles stored in the peer, as shown in block 63. 

[00103] The process is continued until at least one match is found, as shown in block 
65. The process may be continued until any desired number of matches are found or until 
it is determined that further searching is not likely to result in matches. 

[00104] When it is desirable to continue the searching process, another peer is 
identified as shown in block 66 and the user's profile is compared to the other profiles as 
shown in block 63. 
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[00105] Thus, one or more playlists, corresponding to those profiles that best match 
the user's profile, are communicated to the user's device as shown in block 67. 

[00106] The present invention provides the ability for non-computer devices to display 
and play playlists from a central computer running on the Internet. These playlists can be 
created on one device and shared or sent to another device immediately for playing. 

[00107] People in the community can be found by comparing listing habits of the 
community. Once people are found in the community to have similar tastes, playlist can 
then be shared between the users and then played on their own personal playing devices 
in real time. 

[00108] Thus, the present invention provides a system and method for sharing 
playlists, wherein the playlists are communicated to, stored in, and displayed upon player 
devices other than general purpose computers. The present invention also provides a 
method for identifying playlists that are likely to contain selections that will be enjoyed by a 
user. 

[00109] It is understood that the exemplary system and method for sharing playlists 
described herein and shown in the drawings represents only presently preferred 
embodiments of the invention. Indeed, various modifications and additions may be made 
to such embodiments Thus, various modifications and additions may be obvious to those 
skilled in the art and may be implemented to adapt the present invention for use in a variety 
of different applications. 
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